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TEMPORARY SUSPENSION OF THE EXEMPTION FROM
MANDATORY PILOTAGE FOR VESSELS BELOW 500 GT IN
THE SAN JUANICO STRAIT AND JANABATAS CHANNEL

In view of the recent initial findings from the Tacloban Harbcr Pilots as validated by
PMO Eastern Leyet/Samar that professional pilotage is neceSSary to ensure the safe
transit of vessels, partlcularly for those unfamiliar with the San Juanico Strait and
Janabatas Channel, and in consonance with PPA Administre rder (AO) No. 01-
2025 which grants an exemption from mandatory pilotage: _essels below 500
Gross Tonnage (GT) and Executive Order No. 1088, s. of 1% ]
Authority (PPA) is lmplementmg a thirty (30)-day tempo.
exemption for vessels transiting the San Juanico Strait and J

This temporary measure will allow PPA to conduct public co
stakeholders and obtain a final assessment whether mandatory" pilotage sh
permanently required for vessels transiting these critical mantlme passages '
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necessitating proactive measures to mitigate risks in critical maritime
passages.

Public Consultation and Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) Assessment:
The temporary suspension provides an opportunity for port users,
vessel operators, and maritime stakeholders to provide input while PPA
also obtains a formal assessment from the PCG as regards strong
currents, narrow passages, shallow areas, and rocky obstructions,
making unassisted vessel navigation hazardous in the subject maritime
passage, so as to render mandatory pilotage on a permanent basis in
the subject maritime passage.

DIRECTIVES

3

3.

Thirty (30)-Day Suspension Period: Effective immediately, the
exemption granted under PPA AO No. 01-2025 for vessels below
500GT transiting the San Juanico Strait is suspended for thirty (30)
days.

Mandatory Pilotage Implementation:

a.  During this period, all vessels, regardiess of GT, must engage a
Harbor Pilot duly licensed by MARINA and appointed by PPA for
the Tacloban Pilotage District as a Regular Pilot when transiting
the San Juanico Strait.

b. PMO Eastern Leyte/Samar is directed to strictly enforce this
measure in coordination with harbor pilots, the PCG, and other
relevant agencies.

c. Harbor pilots shall ensure compliance with proper speed,
alignment, and maneuvering protocols, especially when passing
under the San Juanico Bridge.

Public Consultation and PCG Assessment:

a. PPA shall conduct public consuitations with shipping operators,
maritime stakeholders, and other affected parties within the thirty
(30)-day period.

b. PPA shall formally request the PCG to conduct an assessment
on whether mandatory pilotage should be permanently required
for vessels transiting the San Juanico Strait, based on
navigational risks, maritime safety considerations, and past
incidents.

C. Feedback from stakeholders and the PCG'’s assessment will be
used to determine whether PPA should amend AO No. 01-2025
to require pilotage for all vessels in the San Juanico Strait
permanently.
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4, Incident Monitoring & Reporting: PMO Eastern Leyte/Samar shall
report any maritime incidents, near-misses, or non-compliance during
the suspension period to the Port Operations and Services

Department (POSD).
5. Information Dissemination: Notices to Mariners and official

communications shall be issued to inform port users, shipping lines,
and affected stakeholders of this directive.

EFFECTIVITY & REVIEW

This Order shall take effect immediately upon issuance and shall remain in force for
thirty (30) days, subject to review based on the outcomes of the public consultations
and the PCG’s assessment.

Further advisories shall be issued at the conclusion of the consultation period.

For strict compliance. .
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